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Names displayed on the front of The Community House.



INTRODUCTION 

The “Great War,” early in the last century, was a marked end of innocence. 

The significant loss of lives extended beyond anything people of that era could 

have ever imagined in their darkest moments as more brutal or appalling. With 

sub-machine guns, new aircraft, chemical warfare, and other newer methods of 

combat, repercussions were suffered globally, from 1914–1918—and long after. 

The Community House strives to venerate those brave souls that fought 100 

years ago and are honored to remember the eight men who died for their service 

in World War I. Their ultimate sacrifice inspired George Snell Mandell and 

Emily Proctor Mandell to establish The Community House in Hamilton, 

Massachusetts. The names of the local men who heroically gave their lives in 

WWI, including the Mandell’s own son, Samuel, are acknowledged on the 

façade of The Community House: 

Major Augustus P. Gardner 

Lieutenant Samuel P. Mandell 

Lieutenant Norman Prince  

Sergeant Major William J Collins     

Corporal Frank Emil Nelson

Corporal William W Taylor

Private Lester Dean Hodgson 

Private Reginald Young

Throughout this publication The Community House honors the legacy of these 

eight men by exploring WWI, their brief lives, local history during wartime and 

after, as well as the development of this organization.
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“They shall not grow old,

As we that are left grow old:

Age shall not weary them,

Nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun

And in the morning

We will remember them.”

For the Fallen 
by Laurence Binyon (1869‒1943)
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WORLD WAR I: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
The following is a summary of events, with attention given to aspects, that are 

significant in the lives of the eight Hamilton-Wenham men The Community 

House is honoring.

World War I, The Great War, was fought from August 1914 to November 1918. 

The first weeks of World War I reflected new equipment and combat techniques 

had rendered battlefields so lethal and war so demanding that countries and 

societies could only endure the killing and the accompanying economic sacrifices 

for a brief time before collapsing into chaos. The result was a general stagnation 

of fronts and an overwhelming number of dead: 1.75 million in the West alone 

by the beginning of 1915. For France and Germany, young soldiers who joined 

the war were largely comprised of single men in their twenties and thirties and 

family men who had never expected to face the demands and horrors of war.  

Archduke Franz Ferdinand
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The Outbreak of World War I 

Serbian terrorists assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the throne 

of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in June 1914. As a result, Emperor Franz Joseph 

and Austrian leaders felt that the Empire’s survival was at stake and viewed the 

assassination as fueling the necessity to destroy Serbia. 

Players in this momentous insurrection were the Central Powers of Austria-

Hungary, Germany, and the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) on one side, and the 

Entente or Allied Powers of Serbia, Russia, France, Belgium, Great Britain, 

Montenegro, and Japan, on the other. While most of Europe was at war by the 

end of 1914, under the leadership of President Woodrow Wilson, the United 

States avoided entering the war until April 1917.

            

The United States Enters the War 

When the war first began in Europe, President Woodrow Wilson maintained an 

isolationist policy and advocated for peace and neutrality, yet supplied the allied 

troops with resources while remaining largely uninvolved. Warfare seemingly 

became inevitable in 1915 when a German U-boat sank the British passenger liner 

Lusitania in May, 1915 killing 128 American passengers; however, Wilson still 

managed to defend U.S. neutrality. In March 1916, when a German submarine 

torpedoed the Sussex, an unarmed English Channel steamer, causing 80 casualties 

and injuring several Americans, Wilson threatened to sever diplomatic relations 

with Germany. The German government agreed not to attack civilian vessels but 

that was short-lived. Another year of unrestricted submarine warfare resulted in the 

loss of more American lives. The U.S. could no longer remain neutral. 

American ocean-liner moments before it was sank.



On April 2nd, 1917, President Wilson addressed Congress, requesting that 

U.S. troops be sent to launch a vigorous campaign against Germany. Congress 

obliged, and war was officially declared four days later. Still maintaining the 

need for peace, Wilson announced that The United States would fight only as 

a “champion for the rights of mankind to make the world safe for democracy.”

Many young Americans had volunteered to fight alongside the French, but realizing 

that a sufficient number of troops would not be achieved through volunteer 

enlistment, Wilson signed the Selective Service Act in May 1917. This required 

men between 21 and 35 to register for the draft, increasing the size of the army 

from 200,000 to 4,000,000 by the end of the war. No status, race, religion or country 

of origin was exempt from the draft.  Rich or poor, white or black, Christian or Jew, 

American men fought bravely together with the greatest valor and patriotism.

In January 1918, after several months in the war, President Wilson, still concentrating 

on peace, delivered an address before a joint meeting of Congress known as the 

Fourteen Points. These points outlined his vision for stable, long-lasting peace 

following the war. He itemized 14 strategies to ensure national security and 

world peace. 

At the 11th hour on the 11th day of November, 1918, the Armistice was signed at a 

railway depot in Compiégne, France. It was the end of World War I—the “war 

to end all wars.” 
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Following the war, President Wilson left for Paris to refashion his Fourteen Points 

into what would become the Treaty of Versailles. Seven months later, he returned to 

the United States with a treaty that included the inspiration and possible solution 

for what eventually became the League of Nations. Ironically, the United States 

never actually signed the Treaty of Versailles nor joined the League of Nations.; 

however, it developed an international diplomatic alliance as a way to solve disputes 

between countries before they erupted into open warfare. A precursor to the United 

Nations, the League of Nations achieved some victories but had a disparate record 

of success before ceasing operations during World War II. 

Americans in the War

Long before the U.S. entered the war, young American men volunteered to fight 

in the French Army. Despite no draft or call to action, American men of all 

races and social status boldly ventured into the war alongside the French. Many 

young men, like those documented in this booklet, volunteered as pilots. With 

aircraft still in its infancy, and air combat so intense, the life expectancy for a 

pilot in World War I was 20 days.
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While aviation became an essential strategy in warfare, World War I ground 

combat saw trench warfare and poisonous gas introduced on battlefields. Trench 

warfare reached its highest development on the Western Front when armies of men 

faced each other in a line of trenches that appeared within the first few months of 

the war’s outbreak. The typical trench system consisted of a series of two or more 

trench lines running parallel to each other and at least one mile in length. Each 

trench was dug in a zigzag pattern so that bullets could not be fired for more than 

a few yards down the length of each trench. The sheer quantity of bullets and shells 

flying through the air compelled soldiers to burrow into the soil to provide shelter 

to survive. Due to the amount of time spent in damp and unhygienic trenches, 

many contracted lice, trench foot, and other appalling ailments. 

In sum, 116,516 of the fallen allies were Americans, many of whom were 

farm boys who had never seen an automobile, let alone a tank before the war 

began. Chemical warfare was responsible for 200,000 wounded and the death 

of approximately 30,000 soldiers. Even after the war, countless veterans died 

from their wounds or from exposure to the lethal gasses. Of the 4.3 million 

Americans that fought in the War, more lost their lives in WWI than in the 

Vietnam and Korean Wars combined.  

8
Soldiers sleeps while a fellow soldier keeps watch.
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Troops invade enemy trench armed with gas masks & weapons.



10
Major Augustus P. Gardner



Major Augustus P. Gardner

The Epitome of Integrity

“He was a man,

Take him for all in all;

I shall not look upon his like again—”

The quote describes a man whose reputation for goodness and patriotism, sincerity and 

honor was never questioned or doubted. Augustus Peabody Gardner was the recipient 

of that adulation for he was truly a “guileless” man, honest, genuine, and inherently just.

He was born to Joseph Peabody Gardner and Harriet Sears Amory on November 5, 1865. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Gardner died before their son reached the age of 10, he and his two 

older brothers were adopted and raised by their uncle and aunt, John Lowell Gardner and 

Isabella Stewart Gardner (famously known as “Mrs. Jack”). The family lived in Boston 

during the winter at their great house on Beacon Street and summered in Beverly. Young 

Augustus was educated at Hopkinson’s School in Boston and St. Paul’s in Concord, NH 

where he demonstrated a proficiency for challenging academics, even by age 15. He 

entered Harvard in 1882, graduated in 1886, and following graduation, worked in the 

family business as an accountant. He acquired Sagamore Farm in Hamilton, Massachusetts 

and embarked on another occupation as an industrious gentleman farmer, raising Jersey 

cows and thoroughbred horses. He became a member of the Essex County Agricultural 

Society and eventually a shareholder of the Myopia Hunt Club where he played polo and 

rode with the hounds. 

In June of 1892, Gardner married Constance Lodge, daughter of the prominent Congressman, 

the Honorable Henry Cabot Lodge. Lodge’s political involvement and sense of honor had 

resonated throughout Gardner’s adult life with just about every pursuit he undertook. 
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At 32, he registered in the Spanish-American War as Captain, then Colonel, and was 

promoted to Assistant Adjutant General. He served in 1898 and saw active combat at the 

Battle of Coamo. As a soldier, his commander, Major General James Wilson said of him: 

“He is a very able man… is patient, painstaking, exact, and untiring in his work. Nothing 

ever deters him from getting to the bottom of any question, or of carrying through any 

duty entrusted to him.” Narratives describing Gardner, like this from his commanding 

officer, followed him in every discipline he undertook for the rest of his life.

Between his tour of duty in the Spanish-American War and his political life, Gardner 

was a member of the Republican Club of Massachusetts, holding the position of 

Secretary from 1899–1902. He curtailed those functions when he was elected to 

State Senate in 1899 and the responsibilities of public office restricted his secretary 

activities with the club. As a politician, Gardner authored a number of innovative 

bills and most notable the Subway Bill for the construction and ownership of the 

transportation system by the City of Boston. Numerous resolutions that he developed 

were approved during his time in office, including chairman on the Committee for 

Industrial Arts and Expositions. Regularly reelected, he served in several subsequent 

U.S. Congresses and served his Massachusetts constituents from 1902 to 1917. 

When the war broke out in 1914, Gardner was determined to fight the debacle 

that was happening in Europe and was concerned it would ultimately affect the 

United States. He made the critical decision to resign his duties in Congress and re-

joined the U.S. Army. He willingly surrendered his previous and prominent rank 

of Colonel and agreed to a demotion to the rank of Major. The country he served 

meant far more than the significant reduction of rank and status. 

Gardner’s first military assignment was in New York at Governor’s Island, and then to 

Camp Wheeler in Macon, Georgia. This facility was a tent camp and was completely 

unprepared to accommodate the troops. He wrote: “…We are supposed to have a 

division of 24,000 men or thereabouts; but as a matter of fact there are (confidentially) 

only 14,000 National Guardsmen.... I try not to reckon in the old terms of thought until 

the war is over. I hope I am ready for anything.” He worked tirelessly at Camp Wheeler, 

always hoping and expecting that deployment for combat in Europe would come any day. 

But the service he performed for his country—in and out of uniform—was exemplary 

and was always held in the highest regard by his peers, military colleagues and recruits. 
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For his selfless nature as a civilian, politician, and in military service, Gardner was 

awarded the Spanish Campaign Medal for his efforts in the Spanish-American War, 

the World War I Victory Medal, and ultimately, the Distinguished Service Medal, 

posthumously, in 1923. As further evidence of his integrity and patriotism, two North 

Shore towns, Hamilton and Middleton have named their American Legion Posts in 

honor of Augustus Gardner. When the war ended, a tree was planted in his name at 

Hamilton Town Hall that reveres his memory, where it grows still, 100 years later.

President Theodore Roosevelt wrote to Gardner’s widow praising the man and the icon 

Gardner had become for all who knew him and for all ages: “When the war came, Gussy’s 

nature was stirred to the depths; he has left us as fine a memory as young Shaw or Lowell in 

the Civil War—a heritage of honour to all who come after him; and to my own children’s 

children it will be a matter of pride that I was his friend. No man in the country rose to the 

needs as he rose; and the last three years of his life left me his debtor as well as his friend.” 

Augustus Gardener’s greatest desire was to defend his country overseas; however, and 

much to his chagrin, that wish never materialized. Augustus Peabody Gardner, at age 

52, succumbed to pneumonia at the base hospital in Georgia on January 14, 1918. He 

had never seen combat in France that he had so fervently wanted and patiently awaited.  

His passing, at such a relatively young age stunned all who knew him. In the House of 

Representatives, Willfred W. Lufkin, who succeeded Gardner spoke to the House: 

“With the same courage which he ever displayed as a Member of this House, with the same 

fortitude which characterized his action when the President called for volunteers, Augustus 

P. Gardner cheerfully answered the command of that Great General from above and gave 

his life as a sacrifice to the cause for which he had not only preached but practiced, the 

future safety of our country. … Mr. Speaker, there will probably be many more sacrifices of 

good and true men before this terrible war is over. But when history is finally written, when 

the toll is at last complete, I am proud to think that there will be no soldier, be he officer or 

private, of whom it can more truly be said—

He was a man,

Take him for all in all;

I shall not look upon his like again—”  

Augustus Peabody Gardner was interred at Arlington National Cemetery. 
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Lieutenant Samuel P. Mandell, II

Celebrated Flying Ace of Hamilton

Samuel Pierce Mandell II was born in Boston on March 20, 1897 to parents George 

Snell Mandell and Emily Proctor Mandell. George Mandell was owner and editor 

of The Boston Transcript, the leading newspaper in Boston at the time. They had a 

home on Commonwealth Avenue in Boston and an estate in Hamilton. 

Much of Mandell’s childhood was spent at the family home in Hamilton 

(now Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary), replete with horseback riding, 

hunting, polo and steeplechasing. He attended Noble & Greenough’s School, 

St. Mark’s School Class of 1915, and entered Harvard University as part of the 

class of 1919 with several honors. 

Barely more than a teenager, Mandell left Harvard during his sophomore year to 

join his fellow Harvard colleagues who were receiving aviation training at flying 

schools in different parts of the East. They were focused on the serious attempt 

to become qualified military aviators as there was no air force at that time. At the 

Thomas School of Aviation in Ithaca, New York, Mandell and four other Harvard 

under-graduates received certificates as “aeroplane chauffeurs.” He officially enlisted in 

Newport News on March 3, 1917, and resumed flight training. Despite drawbacks and 

delays caused by lack of machines, instructors, and inferior parts, Mandell qualified as a 

pilot in July. He then transferred to M.I.T. for ground training and was commissioned 

a first lieutenant on November 5, 1917. 

In December 2017, he embarked for France and trained in various camps throughout 

the country. Upon completing his training in September 1918, he was assigned to the 

20th Aero Squadron, a group within the First Day Bombardment Group. He was sent 

to the front, based initially at Toul and subsequently at Moulan.  
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The Squadron’s very first flight was to take part in the St. Mihiel drive. “In 

driving rain and hail, weather such as none of them had ever before been, [they 

were] permitted to venture out, and these untried men were sent to support 

the American attack.” In his first flight over the German lines, Mandell shot 

down a German Fokker. For this exploit, and having “shown a devotion to 

duty and initiative which has not been exceeded by any troops on the front,” 

he was commended and cited for this. In all, Mandell participated in 17 raids. 

Additionally, he and the survivors of the original group he flew in combat with 

were all recognized and cited for their achievements.

The First Day Bombardment Group was America’s first attempt at combat 

aviation, and mistakes from lack of experience were made both in tactics and 

equipment that sacrificed many lives. The First Day Bombardment Group 

was comprised of the 96th, 11th, 20th, and 166th Aero Squadrons. The 20th 

Aero Squadron, along with the 11th, was the first to be equipped with wholly 

American machines: De Havilland 4s with Liberty motors. These machines 

quickly coined the name “flaming coffins” for the vulnerability of the gas tank 

which was located directly between the two seats of the plane. This made a 

vital spot as a target for enemies: the engine, the pilot, and the gas tank. It 

also separated the pilot from his observer (a non-pilot crew officer) and made 

communication difficult. In such machines, they were tasked daily to face death, 

and in harrowingly small groups, these young Americans were called upon to 

meet menacing and predominating forces.  

Samuel Mandell’s last flight, at the Meuse-Argonne Offensive and Americans’ 

final air raid of the war, began on the morning of November 5th. The objective 

was to cut off the railroad station and storage warehouses in Mouzon. Mandell 

and his observer, Lieutenant Robert W. Fulton, were returning from successfully 

destroying their targets, when they were attacked by three patrols of German 

Fokkers. The engine on Mandell’s ship was shot dead, and they lost an aileron while 

12,000 feet in the air. The plane went into a downward spiral, with the last recovery 

less than 100 feet from the ground. They landed in a small field within a few yards 

of a canal at Martincourt by the Meuse River. Fulton was virtually unhurt, and 

instead of escaping from the German forces, chose to help his comrade Mandell, 

who was gravely injured. His leg had been crushed and was broken in several places. 
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Fulton was able to remove him from the wreckage. A German officer on the other 

side of the bank instructed three of his men to swim across the canal to Fulton and 

the injured man. They aided Fulton in administering first aid to Mandell for 20 

minutes before the German officer gave the command to take Fulton as prisoner. 

They propped Mandell up against his plane. The German officer spoke perfect 

English and assured Fulton that he would send medical aid if possible. He never 

did. Some explanations convey that Fulton either escaped at a later date, or because 

it was the end of the war, might have been released from the German prison.

(The rest of the story is formed by the people of the nearby small town in the Ardennes 

and other materials related to this tragedy. Not all descriptions are similar. These 

accounts come from several sources and cannot be proven to be accurate.)

Later that day, November 5, 1918, with the Germans in retreat, another 

German officer approached, and upon seeing Mandell “took a rifle from one of 

his guards and deliberately fired a number of shots into the helpless American,” 

killing him. Thus, Mandell was wounded and later shot after the last flight made 

by his squadron, just before the Armistice was signed.  

On November 7th, the villagers were ordered to leave town, and were not able to 

return until the 13th. Finding Mandell still in the same place, a villager informed 

an American soldier who spoke French. It was not until November 17th that a 

detachment from the Fifth Marines passed through the town and was notified 

by the townspeople of the dead aviator. Reverently, they buried him where he 

fell, 11 days after his death. Shortly after his burial, the Meuse River overflowed 

its banks and the spot where he was buried lay under water.   

Sometime after the flood, news of Mandell’s death came to Lieutenant John S. 

Petit of the 58th Field Artillery, a friend of Mandell. He immediately arranged for 

reinternment. With military honors, Mandell was laid to rest in the little country 

churchyard on the hill nearly opposite where he fell. The grave was carefully tended 

by villagers, all of whom felt an affection for the brave young American. Later his 

body was again transferred to the small U.S. military cemetery between Beaumont 

and Letanne. The Army-Air Service Commander First Army (by order of Col. 

Milling) cites the following officers and men for exceptional devotion to duty. 

“First Lieutenant S. P. Mandell, A.S., USA, as Pilot of the 20th Aero Squadron, 
17



First Day Bombardment Group, participated in every raid made by the squadron 

in the Argonne-Meuse sector during October, 1918.”

News of Mandell’s death reached his father by cable in January 1919. Services 

in memory of the late Lieut. Samuel Pierce Mandell, II, were held at Emmanuel 

Church in Boston on Wednesday, January 22, 1919. The obituary in The Boston 

Transcript stated that “His body rests on the bank of the canal where he fell.”

In 1920, Emmanuel Church installed a fine triptych, stained-glass window in the 

entrance.  It is in honor of parishioners who lost their lives in WWI. All the young 

men’s names are carved in the stone wall, along with Lieut. Samuel P. Mandell, II.

Mandell was 21 years old, and one of the 21 members of Harvard’s class of 1919 

who lost their lives in World War I. Memorial Church of Harvard University was 

dedicated on Armistice Day 1932 in memory of those who died in the war, a gift of 

the alumni to the university.  Above the names from all the wars is the inscription:  

“While a bright future beckoned 

they freely gave their lives and fondest hopes 

for us and our allies 

that we might learn from them 

courage in peace 

to spend our lives making a better world for others”

It was thought that Mandell’s body remained in France, until descendants of the 

Mandell family recently discovered that there was a tombstone at the Mt. Auburn 

Cemetery in Cambridge, Mass. bearing Mandell’s name alongside his parents and 

brother, James. Puzzled by how his body came to Mt. Auburn from France, further 

investigation brought to light that at the end of the war, U.S. military leaders balked at 

the thought of bringing some 70,000 bodies back to the U.S. from France. However, 

in response to thousands of families demanding the return of their war dead, The 

War Department announced in October 1919 that it would survey each of the fallen 

soldiers’ next of kin, asking their preference to bring home the remains or have them 

buried in the newly created American military cemeteries in Europe. The United States 

spent the next two years recovering its dead, returning the remains of 46,000 soldiers to 

their families while burying another 30,000 in military cemeteries in Europe. 
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On July 10, 1921, the first transports bringing home American war dead arrived 

in Hoboken, New Jersey and were met by General John J. Pershing. Caskets with 

the remains of 7,264 men stretched out on the pier for a quarter mile. With their 

caskets arranged before him, Gen. Pershing delivered an emotional tribute to all 

the Americans who had died in the war. He spoke of men who deserved great glory 

because they had fought for freedom. “They gave all,” he said, “and they have left us 

their example. It remains for us with fitting ceremonies, tenderly with our flowers 

and our tears, to lay them to rest on the American soil for which they died.”

On August 6, 1921, several years after his death, Mandell was honored at a 

service in his parents’ home in Hamilton. “After the brief service, the body of 

the young WWI veteran was taken to Mt. Auburn Cemetery for burial in the 

family plot. In his hometown, a tree was planted in his memory at Hamilton 

Town Hall, a living reminder of the sacrifice this young man made for his 

commitment to ultimate peace.

It is interesting to note The Boston 

Globe reported on December 31, 

1929 that: “Boston paid tribute 

yesterday to the New England 

aviators who gave up their lives in 

World War One, by establishing 

the Memorial Administration 

Building and Control Tower at the 

Boston Airport in East Boston”. 

There are tablets bearing the names 

of the New England men killed 

during the war. “Mayor Nichols 

spoke touchingly of the young 

men aviators and paid public 

tribute to Mr. and Mrs. Mandell’s 

cooperation in making the airport 

a reality, the best of its type in this 

section of the country.”

19
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Lieutenant Norman Prince

Eminent Pilot of the Lafayette Escadrille

Norman Prince was born on August 31st, 1887 in Prides Crossing, the son 

of Frederick Henry Prince and Abigail Kingsley Prince, and the grandson of 

Frederick O. Prince, a Mayor of Boston. The family owned several properties 

including Princemere in Wenham, Marble House in Newport, Rhode Island, 

another in South Carolina, and the Villa Ste. Helene in Pau, France. 

Prince attended the Groton School and Harvard, graduating cum laude in 1908. He 

completed his J.D. from Harvard in 1911 and practiced law briefly in Chicago. Prince’s 

zeal was not in law but in aviation. He loved everything about the new aeroplanes, both 

building and flying them. As a teen, anything remotely related to aeroplanes dominated 

Prince’s life. Under the alias George Manor, to conceal his flight training from his 

father, Prince was the 55th American to be licensed to fly an airplane by the Aero Club 

of America. He passed his test on August 28, 1911 at Squantum, Mass. flying a Burgess 

with a Wright motor. In 1915, when the war in Europe had escalated, he decided to 

make use of his knowledge of aviation for the war effort. 

Prince was fluent in French, and in January 1915, departed for France. Once in 

France, he surveyed the quality of the current French air technology. He convinced 

the French military to establish an aviation unit with a group of nine other American 

pilots. Along with Prince and his colleagues, they established a squadron of flyers 

and dubbed the troop Escadrille Americaine. Eventually, these nine pilots were 

acknowledged as the Founding Fathers of American Combat Aviation. Two years 

later, the Americaine title was changed by the French to the legendary Lafayette 

Escadrille after Marquis de Lafayette, who 200 years before had fought in the 

American Revolution. Lieut. Norman Prince and Dr. Edmond L. Gros are considered 

the founders of the Lafayette Escadrille.
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The Lafayette Escadrille was an all-volunteer unit of American pilots who fought 

for France and operated for two years from 1916-1918. All told, Escadrille pilots 

flew more than 3,000 sorties, destroying 57 German aircraft, with 39 victories. 

Because the U.S. still maintained its isolationist policy and had not entered the 

war, many American men volunteered to fight for the Allied cause. The Escadrille 

inspired and facilitated their enlistment into the French military. More than 200 

Americans voluntarily joined. Eventually, the Lafayette Escadrille was merged 

into the American Expeditionary Force Air Service (AEFAS). 

Despite his poor eyesight, Prince was a trailblazer in every respect. He had a 

head for business, aviation, and military warfare. He flew 122 combat missions, 

and was recognized with five victories, although there are doubtless more not 

officially documented. For his leadership and bravery in these battles, had was 

designated “World War I Flying Ace,” and was awarded the French Legion of 

Honor, the Médaille Militaire, and the eminent Croix de Guerre. He was a 

persuasive and compelling pioneer at the horizon of a new era. Shortly before 

his death, he was promoted to the rank of Sous Lieutenant.

On October 12, 1916, Prince had flown as an escort for a bombing raid in 

Germany. The mission was a success, even having shot down an enemy plane, 

but when he was about to land at Corcieux Airfield in Alsace at night, the wheels 

of his plane got tangled in a wire from a telegraph pole, just shy of the landing 

strip. His plane toppled, overturned and crashed, breaking both Prince’s legs and 

he suffered serious head injuries. He died three days later, on October 19, 1916 from 

his injuries. He was just 29 years old. A military funeral service was arranged 

in France for this pioneer of aviation. He was initially interred at Luxeuil, and 

eventually moved to the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial tomb near Paris. Twenty 

years later in 1937, his father had his son reinterred in his final resting place, a 

splendid crypt in Washington D.C.’s National Cathedral.

Norman Prince will never be forgotten as there are numerous memorials 

dedicated to this groundbreaker and forerunner of military aviation. In France, 

the Villa Ste. Helene still stands and is located at 29 Avenue Norman-Prince, 

named after the wartime hero. The Harvard Crimson featured an article written 

in 1916 that read: “…such a pioneer was Norman Prince whose courage and 
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daring have doubly assured him a place among the heroes of this great struggle. 

When aviation was considered in this country as merely a sport for circus 

acrobats, Norman Prince foresaw the ultimate possibilities of the game, and 

made it his profession.” 

In Melrose, Mass. the Veterans of Foreign Wars chapter was designated as the 

Lieut. Norman Prince V.F.W. Post in his memory. At the Redwood Library 

and Athenaeum in Newport, RI, the Pierce-Prince Gallery last year featured 

“Judge Us By Our Hearts,” the Norman Prince and Lafayette Escadrille Exhibit. 

And filmmaker, Paul Glenshaw will release a sneak preview of his upcoming 

documentary, “The Lafayette Escadrille” at the Redwood Library in the near 

future. The film is the earliest and all-inclusive documentary about the Lafayette 

Escadrille, and will cover the entire scope of the WW I. 

Ultimately, on April 20, 2016, marking exactly 100 years—to the day—of the 

founding of the Lafayette Escadrille, the exceptional aeronautical corps that 

fought under French command was commemorated and lionized. “Wanting to 

join the fight, these men … reproduced the famed gesture of the Marquis of La 

Fayette who offered his assistance to the Americans in 1777 during their war 

for independence…”—and all for the sake of France and freedom from tyranny. 

The Lafayette Escadrille Memorial is located at Marnes-la-Coquette in a large 

park, 12 miles west of Paris. It is designated an American Battle Monument that 

honors the fallen of the war. And like many other testaments to Norman Prince’s 

memory, this cenotaph further underscores the vision, acumen, and valor of a 

young man from Wenham who nobly gave his life to secure peace.
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Sergeant Major William J. Collins 

An Irish-American Serves His New Country

William J. Collins was born in Ballylagan, Londonderry, Ireland in 1882 where 

he lived with his family until they immigrated to the United States in 1909 and 

settled in the Boston area. He attended the Phillips Brooks Evening School in 

Boston and Suffolk Law School, graduating from both. He lived in Hamilton 

about 10 years, where he was manager of the grounds of the Myopia Hunt Club. 

Collins was in France in 1918 with the 321st Machine Gun Battalion, 82nd 

Infantry Division and underwent fierce combat at some of the most ferocious 

battles of the war. He was engaged in combat at Chateau Thierry, St. Mihiel, and 

at Argonne Forest, facing harrowing and unremitting warfare from September 

to December during his ten months in France. 

It is believed he suffered from shell-shock, a critical hazard of WW I, and indeed, of 

all wars. Today it is referred to as PTSD, post-traumatic stress disorder, a reaction to 

the intensity of bombing and gunfire. Shell-shock can produce a sense of helplessness 

that sometimes manifests as fright, panic, fight or flight, or inability to walk or talk. 

Collins was in a rest camp just outside Paris recovering from apparent shell-shock, 

when on March 1, 1919, he died of bronchial pneumonia. He was 29 years old.

Collins is buried at Ste. Mihiel American Cemetery and Memorial, Thiaucourt, Moselle, 

Lorraine, France. His sister, Rose Doherty of Roxbury received the news of her brother’s 

death and arranged for a requiem in his memory. He left behind his other sister, Mary 

Douglas and his two brothers, Edward and Robert Collins who also fought in the war.

The requiem high was celebrated at St. Paul’s Church, Boston on March 20, 

1919. A memorial tree was planted at Town Hall by the Mother’s Club of 

Hamilton in his memory and other fallen soldiers of Hamilton.
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Corporal William W. Taylor

A Silent Soldier of Hamilton

There are some heroes in all wars, some unknown soldiers, some unsung and 

relatively anonymous young men who still fought and offered their lives during 

wartime. One was William W. Taylor of Hamilton who was in the U.S. Army. 

Almost nothing is known or has been successfully researched thus far on this 

silent warrior of World War I. 

He was made a corporal and died from an unknown disease on October 18, 1918. 

It would be easy to assume the unknown disease might have been the devastating 

Spanish Flu of 1918, but there is no evidence of that. A memorial tree was planted 

in his memory by the Mother’s Club of Hamilton. It has grown tall these 100 years, 

and along with his fellow soldiers, their trees beautify the grounds of Hamilton 

Town Hall. May this young, silent soldier of Hamilton rest in peace.
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Corporal Frank Emil Nelson

A Swedish-American Soldier 

Frank Emil Nelson was born May 13, 1891 in Hemsjo, Sweden of Norwegian 

stock to John and Emma Nelson. In August 1910 when Nelson was 19, he and 

his family sailed out of Liverpool on the Saxonia and disembarked in Boston. 

On the ship’s manifest he arrived as Frans Emil Nilson Horberg. The family 

lived along the east coast of Massachusetts for seven years until Nelson married 

Ragnhild Derby in 1917 and settled in Wenham on Larch Row when he declared 

his intent for U.S. citizenship.

Little else is known of this young man, if he enlisted, and what branch of the 

military. However, it is certain he was at Fort Devens in Ayer (army) when he 

died of pneumonia on September 23, 1918. He was just 27 years old and is 

buried in Wenham Cemetery.  



Private Lester Dean Hodgson

Canadian-Americans in WW I

Nearly one-quarter of North Americans who fought in WW I were an extraordinary 

breed of young men who hailed from various countries of origin. This Canadian-

American who enlisted in the United States was born in Goldboro, Nova Scotia on 

August 28, 1896. Hodgson lived with his parents, Hiram and Elizabeth Hodgson 

until 1911 before immigrating to the United States and taking up residence in 

South Hamilton on Walnut Avenue. He and his mother lived there for four years 

when he enlisted in the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force in October, 

1918. However, he did not see any U.S. duty and was assigned to the Canadian 

Garrison Regiment and returned to Nova Scotia.

A mere two months had elapsed since he enlisted when Hodgson was admitted to the 

Cogswell Street Military Hospital in Halifax. Extremely ill, he died of, and as a result of 

the appalling influenza pandemic of 1918 just before Christmas on December 23, 1918.

Locally, Hodgson’s memory is honored by the tree planted by The Mother’s Club 

of Hamilton, on the grounds of Hamilton Town Hall. This young man, not much 

more than a boy was laid to rest in Goldboro Cemetery, Nova Scotia. He was 22.
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Private Reginald Young

A Canadian-American in France

Reginald Young hailed from Granville, Nova Scotia where he was born October 22, 

1894 to Alfred and Sibelann Young. It is unclear when Young immigrated to the 

United States but records indicate he lived on Gardner Street in Hamilton from 

1917–1918. The date this Canadian-American soldier joined the U.S. military 

is unknown but following enlistment, he was deployed to France as part of two 

units, the 104th Infantry Regiment and the 26th Infantry Division.

During his tour of duty in France, Young died from unknown causes on July 25, 

1918. He was interred just outside Paris in the Suresnes American Cemetery in 

Suresnes, France. Reginald Young was 23 years old.

As with most American cemeteries in Europe, the Suresnes American Cemetery in 

France will host a ceremony on November 11, 2018 to mark the 100th anniversary 

of the Armistice of World War I.
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The Home Front

Life in Hamilton-Wenham and Across the Country

Victory Gardens, Farmerettes, 4-H Clubs, War Bonds are just a few of the terms 

that described life in America during the war years. While husbands, sons, brothers 

were overseas fighting, women and children were “keeping the home fires burning”, 

and hoping always, their loved ones would return. Home fires and factories, farming 

and rationing is what kept America going during those years. 

While women were on the farms and in the factories, young girls learned 

domestic skills, from first-aid, sewing, knitting, and cooking, to caring for 

babies and refugees. When they had finished those tasks, they often joined their 

mothers in victory gardens, tilling the soil, weeding, and watering while other 

resources were conserved and sent overseas to the fighting men. Boys across 

America delivered and hung posters and flyers that promoted patriotism and 

self-sacrifice. One poster proclaimed, “Food is Ammunition—Don’t Waste It.” 

Boys canvassed door to door selling war bonds and some worked in mines, 

munitions factories, and farmed the land with their mothers and sisters. 

Farmerettes in Hamilton.



Absence and Adaptation Initiates 
the Community Service Movement 

There was much to do stateside during those wartime years: volunteerism 

and community service led eventually to the development of community or 

neighborhood houses that helped to unite neighbors, neighborhoods, and towns. 

When soldiers returned from war, many were injured and/or suffered emotionally. 

More responsibilities fell onto the women and girls of the households to care for 

them. The shift in gender roles was, at best challenging, and at worst, demanding 

for both the men and women. Life as everyone had known it, changed.

Because that era affected children greatly, they grew up faster due to the war 

effort. Girls observing their mothers working in factories, banks, stores—

primarily the domain of men—affected them in ways that made them conscious 

of their worth beyond the home and Victory Gardens. They knew they were 

capable of running a business or a machine or an office as well as a household. 

This appraisal promptly led to advancing the suffragette movement and the 

inevitable passing of the 19th Amendment. 

It was rather inevitable that the effects of the war and the changes in female 

roles often created a disconnect in families, neighborhoods and towns. The 

necessity to try and move past the horrors of war and the privations of stateside 

life, people needed a way to reconnect for moral support, entertainment, and 

fellowship. Throughout the United States, community or neighborhood houses 

were formed via a national civic organization known as Community Service. It 

was to generate a sense of equilibrium, a new stability, a renewal of camaraderie 

among neighbors and nearby towns, places to go for diversion, companionship 

and recreation—a sense of community. Following the grief and misfortunes of 

war, these community houses were a breath of fresh air for those deeply affected 

by the memories of human annihilation, and the definite shifts in all their 

lives. By 1922, just four years after the war, 800 towns across the country had 

active community service organizations, supported by both Presidents Woodrow 

Wilson and Herbert Hoover.
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Hamilton House Becomes The Community House

Today very few community service organization remain. Not in Hamilton however 

at nearly 100 years old, The Community House still breathes and thrives, and 

without government support.

George and Emily Mandell whose son Samuel lost his life in the war, envisioned 

a lasting memorial to him. Their goal was to build a community center for their 

town in memory of their son along with the seven local men who also died 

serving in the war. In October, 1920, the Mandells purchased land at the corner 

of Asbury Street and Bay Road. Architect Guy Lowell and Hamilton builder, 

Frank R. Trussell were hired to see the project through. The Mandells generously 

paid for the building’s construction and incorporated the organization separately 

from the physical building, per the advice of their attorneys. Their attorneys 

recommended that in order to fulfil the Mandell’s wishes, (in the event any 

untoward obstructions or hindrances should occur) both the organization and 

the building mutually would continue to serve the needs of the people long after 

the Mandells’ lifetimes. 
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As a tribute to Samuel, 165 Mandell family and friends joined together to 

commission a statue of him for the portico of The Community House. Beverly 

Farms native, Anna Coleman Watts Ladd was selected to create the statue with 

Samuel’s brother Thomas posing for the sculpture. The artist and architect 

worked jointly to incorporate the statue within the design of the portico, along 

with the inscribed limestone façade that names the eight Hamilton-Wenham 

men who lost their lives in the war. The final work of art was kept secret from 

the Mandells until October 9, 1921 when the statue was presented to them 

along with a leather book containing the names of the 165 contributors.

On December 10, 1921, after a year of work, an Agreement of Association forming 

the Community Service of Hamilton and Wenham, Inc. (CSHW) was signed by 

17 citizens. The first Board of Directors elected included those 17 citizens who 

signed, along with Anna Agassiz Prince, Neil W. Rice, Frederick Ayer, and Houston 

A. Thomas. The 17 founding members were George and Emily Mandell, Lester E. 

Libby, Frank R. Trussell, Edward J. Ready, Robert H. Chittick, Avon D. Bradeen, 

Dorothy D. Libby, Mary Curtis, Adline P. Cole, Fanny B. Trussell, Arthur B. Lord, 

Gardner Blount, Fred Ashworth, Helen C. Burnham, Percival D. Whipple, and 

Elbridge R. Anderson who was named President.

Immediately, the Board began formulating their concepts into reality. Within 

the first year, 19 committees were formed and it seemed that most every adult 

in the two towns belonged to one or more of these committees. The Standing 

Committees were Finance, Moving Pictures, Social Activities, Girls’ Activities, 

Athletics, Music and Drama, Library, Publicity, Children’s Activities, House 

Committee, University Extension Courses, Health Clinics, Educational Lectures, 

and Committee on Hostesses. 

When George Mandell passed away in 1937, after having seen this benevolent goal 

come to fruition, Emily Proctor Mandell continued to be involved until her death in 

1943. Honoring both Mandells, the Board passed the following resolution presented 

by President Oliver Wolcott and adopted by unanimous vote: “Emily Proctor 

Mandell, with her husband, George S. Mandell gave the Community House as a 

home for Hamilton and Wenham Community Service and for the use and benefit 

of the citizens of the two towns. The breadth of their vision, interests, affections, 
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and generosity, her humor, and her shrewd wisdom made her a pillar of strength to 

the whole neighborhood, and particularly to Hamilton and Wenham Community 

Service of which she was the honorary president and devoted friend. The members 

wish to express to Mrs. Mandell’s family their sincere sympathy and to place on record 

their own deep sense of loss and their abiding memory of her gallant character.”

After the passing of the Mandells, CSHW was later referred to as The 

Community House. It has been led by a succession of Board Presidents and 

Executive Directors, all of whom continue to support and uphold the vision and 

the mission of the organization today. 
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Lasting Impact of World War I 
and The Community House 

November 11, 2018 marks the centennial of the World War I and its Armistice. The 

effects of the “war to end all wars” ultimately led to the founding of The Community 

House, a gift that has benefitted generations of local citizens for nearly a century. In 

2021, The Community House will celebrate the organizations anniversary centennial. 

The information presented here is merely a glimpse of the world, our local history, 

and life at the beginning of the last century. A more comprehensive history of the 

organization will be presented for its centennial celebration in 2021.

Today, The Community House is a non-profit, 501c3 charitable organization that is 

dedicated to the arts and enrichment through programs that promote togetherness 

and strengthen the community. Throughout the year, The Community House offers a 

variety of concerts, theater productions, enrichment programs, and special events for the 

benefit of the townspeople of Hamilton, Wenham and the surrounding communities. 

The Community House
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World War I Memorial 

Every war the United States has ever engaged in, lost young soldiers, sailors, and 

airmen, and most often a memorial has been dedicated to those who served. 

Regrettably, there was never one established to remember the young men who 

served, were wounded, and died in WW I. Fortunately, that is about to change. Four 

years ago, the World War I Centennial Commission designated Pershing Park in 

Washington, D.C. as the official destination for the National World War I Memorial.

The American Expeditionary Forces, led by General John J. Persing participated 

in several major battles, most notably the Meuse-Argonne offensive. A horrific 

battle as earlier described in this publication, highlighted the wartime effort and 

death of Lieutenant Samuel P. Mandell, II.

Pershing Park is located on Pennsylvania Avenue, adjacent to the White House 

and two blocks from the Nation Mall. The proposed design for the memorial is 

scheduled to depict the beginning, during, and aftermath of the war in a 65-foot 

by an 11-foot-high bronze relief.

Because The Community House was founded as a result of the distress and 

disengagement of communities following the war, the Board and Staff are 

beyond pleased and grateful that the World War One Memorial in the nation’s 

capital is coming to fruition.
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